Abour four miles to Ghongbori (Bunduraya) or Bindori he met with very
stiff resistances Ndewura Jakpa comped at a streem which come to be
Imown as "Eumma ~ pgbing" meaning "the donkey has bered,” Gbongbori's
moupedmthaomnitosmotthommahﬂlwhehthq
could see the enemies movements, The .m neay Gbongbori's camp came
to be kaown as "Kileng-mu" meaning "point of eoppresion". Both streams
bear these names to this day,

For two months Ndewura Jakpa could not advance. The Bolewura
came in with his men to reinforece Ndewuras Jakpa's army, but it was
still not possible for them to advance, It happened that rnother
Arab named Alai, who was on his way to Mecca wes heard of at Bisana-pe
(3enyon)s It was decided that he should be sent for to come and give
aid by prayers snd charms to the Ghanya army.

Mallam Alai came and undertook to do what was expected of him.
He made a chorm which came to be known as “Alieche" meaning "Ali's
charn”, Che is the Wangere name for “cham®, When the charm was
completed its bearer was dressed all in white and he was to stand where
the wind would blow from him to the enemy and he was to be ecareful that
the wind did not blow from him %o Jakpa's army, This is supposed to
cause the weakening of the resistance of the army on which the mcho
wind blews The instruetions were carefully followed and to Ndewuras
Jekpa's joy, Gbongbori was mortally wounded in the battle that ensured
and he was earried to the tom, But his people did not ecarry him inte
the town alone, The whole army followed

Jakpa's men did not pursue, They waited until the next morning
when scouts were sent to find out what wes happmiumk ¢

On their arrivel they were informed thaet Gbongberi, the fetish
priest, was on the point of death, As soon =g Ndewurs Jakpa received
this report he ordered his men to march into the town,

The fetish priest received the mortal wound on the leg. It was
not to be an casy victory for the town held out for two days, and it was

only assoil 2
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only when the fetish priest died that some of the people surrendered,
It was the month of Rehawadan and it was om the last day of the
fast that Ndewure Jakpa entered Ghongberi or Bindoli in Triumph, It

‘was on this day that people began to worship Ndewura Jekpas, After

Ndewura Jakpa had taken his seat the Belewura and all the sther chiefs
and war capbains came to swear their allegiance to him in the following
words 3~

(subject) "Have you seen me"

"I eesssese Solemly swear by the skins
on which you sit that should anyone dare
to prevent you from quenching your thirst
this day, after this long peried of
fosting T would have fallen a casualty,
before you lie on top of me,

(Maewura Jakpa) Answors "Dio - sympathy*

(Subject) I swear by your skins that whenever, at the
time of danger, by day or by night, you loek
behind you and find me not, I am an illegitimate son.

(Ndewura Jakpa) "Dio = sympathy"

(Subject) "Should any of your rivals dare attack you,
and should I be present, I will £all at
his blow before your skin is seratohed.

And should I be absent and you summon me,
#ou will see me if even it is the dead of night"
(Ndewura Jalkpa) "Dio"

As from that day, this oath is taken every year to renew the
allegiance before Ndewura Jakpe (end now the Yebumwura) on the last day
of Rehamadan when the new moon is seen, This is repetition of what
happened on that great day,.

A shrine was erected in the town, the first to be erected and
naned "Jakpa~bowre" « "the god Jakpa" « These can now be found ever all
Gonja, At this very time the Worshiping of twins also began amongst

the Gonjas for Ndewura Jakps was a twin,

The name of Bindoli (Gbongbori) was changed to Mankuma the Junior
States Information resched Ndewura Jakpa thet Manwura's son has taken
over cnnn/’
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over command of the Oku army from his old and blind father. Nanwura,
we have noted, wes called Mowura end we ave informed that the Hos
migroted from Jefisi after a quarrcl amongst four olders over the head
of a doge Ndewura refused to recognize Sulemana as Nowura or Manwura
end referred to him as the Jefisiwura, that is, chief of the Jefiszis
as we shall see in one of the Kuntumlure verses. .

He composed a verse at Mankuma, about this ch-nge of command and
this has eome to be known as the Menkuma title, In the Ghanya (Gonja)
language the titles eve called Xitande « kitang de = meaning "the
founding of a town",

The verse was called "Legipo Bamboi” = "the soothsayer who
binds men" in honour of Fati Morukpe, who foresaw what would hLappen
and ¢ aused Mamwura end Ndewura Jakpe to take an cath on the Koran binding
themselves not to {ight against each others The verse isge

*The Deserter and the Great Women allied

"You have already backebitten me and I've heard

®That wes why I omwvithaml_hnchod

"lly country-men have changed places, in order to be

able to reigne

*In reigning they have differentiated me with small homes,

"The Deserter came with the lady who bef'riended the soothsayer,

"He who is first teaches another

"He who came first is the gatherer,”

In Gonja the moslems are regarded as the wives of the chiefs and
they themselves call themselves as wives of the chiefs, The name woman
is therefore addressed to Manwura in the verses because he was a
Moslem,

Ndewura Jakpe encuired about the room without an entrance, which
was built over Deregumdenda’s tomb and caused it to be broken down, He
ordered the body to be exhumed which was done and he gained the title of
the "hyena that exhumes dead bodies", Although the amual saerifice
was not disallowed, Gonja chiefs were forbidden to eat of the meat, and
of a black cow or any black animel,

Mallem Alai's influence was behind this, Ndewura Jakpa
was believed to have the power of the Aliti in him, because he drank

the written sceees/b
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the written extracts of the Koran that was used in making the charm,
This charm was twin long staffs covered 21l over with a white cleth,
One was lost in the Sofa raids sbout the year 1895 and the second one was
smthﬁywomrxwmommmstofnmukpuom
and relies ere said to be kept safely,

From this time onwards no Gonja chief or prince would sit near
Ndewura Jakpa or en any side of him where the wind will blow from the
Emnperer to him, He was treated with reverence,

Before leaving Manlouma, Ndewura Jakpa appointed Jafow Sowni, twin
sister of the Semmmra ¥fa Husaini, es the Mankumpua « or queen of
Hankuma.

He then pursued the retreating army of Chongbori Northwards,
towards Wa. The pond "Chagna" near Tuna, and the first stream
"Gbongbori=la®" North of Tuna are names given in commection with the
pursuit by the Njums,

mwmwumdmamwhmmbmmm
and Ypala and it was here that they were overtaken, given battle and
defeated, This margh wes nemed "Gbongbori-baa® meaning "The hyeana's
marsh" and it bears thet neame to this day.

Things were not quite in the vear. A message was received from
Debirwura Sulgu, informing his uncle that Sulemana, Manwura's son has
attocked the Ghanya forces, Ndewura Jakpa was to hurry back to give
helps The Mankuma state had it's boundary at Gbongbori~baa, It was
now two months after the entry into Hanluma and in the month of Salla,
the second month after the Rehamadan,

Before Ndewura Jakpa returned to direct operations against
Sulemana, he appointed one of his sons as Kungwura to guard and defend
the boundary of Mankuma, He sppointed another son as Kandiaewurs who was
- deapatched further North into the Wala country. Both of them fought
and established states of thel r own, subordinate to the Yabumwura,
the ereation of which chieftainey, we shall seen learn about.

ummmwuimmaﬂmmmmmum
by the Tachiman people, He took refuge in Bindoli or Mankuma, It
may be because of his nearness to the Akan speaking people that he was
called "Wow si pe wura", At that time the name Akan would not have had

application,
A* o—.nuq/,
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At Bindeli he met Jafow Sowni, the twin sister of Senyonwura
Lanuyo, Mafs Husaini,

The Wasipe got the name of Aleji meaning "The one whe took
vefuge had defeated” for his defeat, "Le" means "take refuge" and
Sulemans went to Techimen, Jema, to take refuge end ask for the alliance
of the Techimen chief, It wes be who drove the Wawsipeewura away. But
his instructions were to "bar the tortoise" or in other words he was
stationed there as a guard, For running he earned the other name of
"buregu” "the rumnner barred", when he was stopped at Manluma by the
Mankumaepua and it is for this reason that we get the "Burgu-wurche” as
Queen mother at Daboya. However, it is claimed that the first Wasipew-
wura was an Alhasgi, one who had been on prigrimage, Another name for
Daboya is Gubagu, thet is "Gu ba gu" meaning "Guwad come and guard®,

As an exile he was just like Lata Jakps and he become a brother
migrator "Dasbowya" which name was given to the state he was forced to
conquer, Before the establishment of the Native Authorities, the
Wasipewura was the only Divisional chief who paid tribute to the
Yabumwura at Dasba time, and this was in salt that was manufactured at
Daboya his new home,

He paid this tribute because he wanted so much food; thet was the
reason for his not being able to defend his post and he must be
constantly reminded of this,

For this reason also he was not allowed to assume the Yabum
Paremouncy, for the Yagbon chieftaincy, which in feet was an awmy post,
demanded a person with a lion's heart, that is why they are styled Jirae-
lion, The Wasipewura who was afterwards called "Ale ji" (the one whe
was defeated by the porson who took refuge) was weak of heart.

Por the name Alejl there is a person in Damongo, the brother of
the late Zebsuguwura, who bears that name, NNone of his ancestors ever
went to Mecca.

Although the Wasipewurs wes, and is still regarded as the most
senior son of Ndewura Jakpa and ranking next to the Yabumwura, his
Wurekong (seniority) is always challenged by the Kembewura who olaigs
seniority. The reason can be found in his being driven away from his

Firetes e/
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first post, At times the Kpeubewura claims that he and the Wasipewura
are ti‘lu. Does the name Daboya “u.,,,Z{i‘;tm just a brother migrator
and not of the Lata olan?

After the Wasipewura and Kpembewura next come the Bolewura in
sendority and the explanation of "Manedari® in Chapter V as the "State
of the person next after the twins" mey have some justifiecation,

The burial place for the chiefs of Bole is at a place called
*Bagsein® meaning "Bagefai ng?" txmu'mmhaw-gm
is that so'Bag-fai'is Dagbon, :

That of the Yaghongwuras is in Manefuma just in front of the
houses, !hnmfurthtahgﬁ.mmmtmchm.

That of Daboya is in front of the Residential Palace, Is this to
warn the Wasipewura that ultimately all will die and "elko ma wu ne lang
ba" = ¥no one dies to veturn to the world "and that it iz botter for
hin to have a lion's heart? .

One Bisana who was o Dagomba built the town of Bisanaeps now known
as Senyon and not very far from Bindoli, Damonge which was known as
Gingbaripe before it was conquered by the Ngbanya (Gonjas) was
inhabited by Dagombas,

The Wangarag eall themselves Jula but the Gonjas cell them "Wane
gare® meaning "mixed Dagombas" Kawanz being the Gonja name for Dagomba.
Eawsng singular and Nwang plurale

It was a Wala priest who was wowrshiping a Dagomba tomb at Bindori,
If the name of the town means & hyena +then the Gonjas must give the
hyena's name o the inhabitarts, *Wangelpang® meaning "illegitimate=
W‘nummthernmeorthe hyena in Gonje, a second name being
"untung «

On the examination of these Dagoube names, Zulande and Hagologo
appear to be names given in commemoration of the arrival of the
Ngbanyas.

"Zulande® in Gonja is "Zu-lana-di® meaning "The Zu chief has arrived,
and this will refer to Lata Jakpa. '

"Hogologe" or Nolorgu® in Dagomba is "the cock" which in this case
ﬂlr-fu‘um.

"Nurug" in Gonja 18 "lowu gu" meaning "Imoru has barred”

R SR,
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!tﬂmmwhWoﬁoMWt&h&R@m
come from as suggested in the introduction,

In Ivor Wilks "The Northorn Factor in Ashanti History Dagomba is
spelt Dagwmumba®, I have found that helpful and informative, That temm,
and we should be convinced by the end of this book, that all the tribal
nares in centrsl and West Africs, originated during and after the Gbanya
that is the Moor and Leta peoples® invesion, will mest probebly be true.

"Da gbong ba' or TAda ghong ba" meaning "senior (elder) brother
has come",

This night have given rise to Mrs Harold Ingrams, C.l.Ge, 0eBeEs
roferring to the King of Dagomba in his book "Seven Across the Sahara®
as follows:~

"Across the pealks of the Yaf' a'i mountaing it had struck the
°W minavets of Ta'ix, and coloured the Red Sea., Thence
across the twin Niles it had swept Kordefan and Darfur, and passed the
Bnirates of Nigeria before it w the bust before me,

X X X X X X b 4 X

Strange it is mtmwommumuuumu
oldgontlaan. Sixty miles or so cast who is known as King of all the
Worlde It is strange beeause while he himself claims descent from Nimred
the Red Hunter, th

hills? of the Hadrameut (Hedrewa) as their progenitors, Hither they

clajm came the scettered remnants of the impious race who God dispérsed
with a cold blast of & reging wind, bringing with them bracelets threugh
Manﬂmmwwl, and the art of digging underground eisterns

in the rock, which I have now seeén both here =nd in the Hadramaut,
"So, vhen I visited him soon after my arrival, the King told me, m
the depts of the dentists! chelr which is his less formal throme, and
i:f the legend be true then it would seem that the doom of Sura XV.V. 60
has been fulfilled,"

"And e curse was made to follow them in the world and on

the day of resurrection, Lol *Ad, disbelieved in their lord.

A £ar sesesnss/8

mumumum,mammumrm
in Ghana and referred to by the name,
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A far removal for 'Ad, the folk of Hud."

And the Mbontokurbi verses have this to say about Adam or was
it 'Ad who was meant:e

"The man rebuker does not understand talks,

Adam learnt,

Understand talks,

(He who should) understand talks « don't pardon the prince;

'The arrester of Junior Lan'

Do not sit still

Use the small erocodiles (Bamba's followers) for attack."

Ones attention must be drawn to the sentence I have underlined in
the quotation from My, Ingrams book, "the conquering dynasty he heads
rules a people who looked to forgotten 'Ad, the tribe of the giants",
Dagomba names or words resembling the Dagomba language are found in
Central Africa, Are the ancestors of the present rulers part of the Oku
dynasty, who have taken on the language of the people they came to rule?

(In Gonja the fetish is called "Adman" that is 'Ad state' and the
fetish priest is called Admanewura, (Owner of 'Ad's state. In Kidto, a
village six miles from Kpembe the head fetish priest is called "Lamu,"
that is "he is the head". He was but now he is not, for a stranger from

‘& far off country is the head of a conquering dynasty).

A tribe can have mn_thanm name and it is not surprising
therefore that Dagomba is also Daa=gamba and 'Dagbongba (Dagwamba), as
Gonja is both Gbyana, and Gunja « Guneja at the red man's place.

~ The Dagonba un;a;- extended as far as Gbona and possibly covered
the Wala country which was in fact oaiha Wong~de or Wande (Dagomba land)
by the Ngbanya (Gonjes.) ,

About eighty per cent of the land eccupied by the Gonjas was
either Dagomba or Nanmumba land, and both tribes are one and the same
people, The seat of the Paramount chief of the Dagombas (Ya Na) was a
few miles from the present day Tamale, which was called Toma,

The war against the Dagombas was directed by Ndewura Jakpa, with
his headmarters at Nyang-wurepe, The Commander of the forces against the
Dagombas was the Kusawguwura, who came to be called Kalue « the Junior.
We know from the Kuntunkure recitals that in fact it was Ndewura Jakpa

hinself eeesss/9
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himself who was styled Kalue Wamu ~ the Junior Master.

Where the title Wamu (Master) was used we havé "Chari Wamu" for
Manwura and "Dinkeri Wamu" for Sulemana, who returned to Gbipe to
become Jakpe II after his associations with the Ashantis; this was a
title he give to his brother when he ereated the Gbipe chieftainship
af'ter Niawura Jakpa's defeat, Dinkeri was adopted as a result of the
wars fought with the Ashantis against the powarful Dinkeras,

In the "Mbongolkurbi" recitals we have in the Title Jakpa I the
followings=

Nwong be sin ni bi to ful dzu-mbod
X X X X X X X
Yilibila bi langar acha
Kpatinyang bi langar acha
Laribani bt langar acha
Wang=bong bi langar acha
Kachirase bi langer acha
Meaning; =

The Dagombas want to fight the stag that drives
away the animals,

X X X X X X X
(Rememebr) the dey of the battle of Yilibila
On the battle field of Kpatinyang

On the battle field of Laribani

On the battle field of Wengbong®

On the battle field of Kachirase,

All the names of these places are Dagomba names and are found in
the Kusawzu area,

A close study of the names Miong, Savulugu and Karga, Toma, Kpatie
nyang, Lamshegu and Dakpema ave revealing, The first three are the
three chieftaincies from which the Ya Na is appeinted,

The titles of the three chief are i~

Miong Lan Na
Safulgu Na or Safulugu Na.
Karga Na
The first has "Lan" the Gonja name for Leader attached to the

name Qo“t/1°
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name whilst the ;mad name of the town of Miong is Sambu, "Sambu" is
"sea, m bu" meaning "is that so, (the Twi Sas) I have branched (mlu in
Gonja). Miong is the imitation of the cats mew, and jaramua (Ja:h Hoor «
the Lion of Moor) is referred to in the drum recitals.

Safulgu is "Saa ful gu" meaning "the death stag had barred"
whilst "Saa ful~lu gu" means "the escape death stag had barred.”
mmrmmmuw = kankanega « meaning the "Ant
 had struck® Kankeng is the ant that builds raised hills which ave found
round Acers. Ansther possible explanation of Kankanga is "kan kang nga,"
'mth'mmomtow(mnr) - fe kan kan nga.*

Karga is "Kar ga" mesning "Chastise much,"

It is not surprising, therefore, that the Commander-in-Chief of
the Dagomba army is styled To Lan Nae His instructions would have been
to fight Lan, (Ndewura Jakpa) "To Len" = "fight Lan" has been corrupted
to To Lon. The Tolon Na (Chief of Tolon) has a common boundary with the
Gonjas on the Deboya division and he would have been so suceessful in
retarding the progress of the Gonjas that on reporting of his success to
his supreme Commander, the Ya Na, he would have received congratulations,
"$aa 11" whioh would have resulted in the ereation of the Tasli chief-
tainey from which one can succeed to the Tolon chieftainey, "Taali" in
Dagomba is "well done - congratulations", In the pasi the boundaxy
between Tolon and Daboya was at the river. Gonjas always choose a river,
a stream, or a hill for a boundary « always using natural demarcations.

"To Lan Na" in Gonja will mean "the war in the fight against Lan,"
The Gonja title "Long=na" given to princes is, as a result of fighting
the Long (Longore) war, in which the Mos were conquered, "To lan na® can,
therefore, be a Gonja title in to-to, which has been adopted by the
Dagombas, The bravery exhibited sould werrant thet title being conferred
by the Gonjas, themselves, as Longna has been conlerred on all Lata
Ghanya prices.

The name Tamale is "Tea-ma 1ii" meaning "my name-sa:e vanish,"

Perhaps 'Tama 1ii' it is an answer to 'Ia 1ii - "Ata retreat =
vanish," Will it not be reasonable to suppose that at one time there
was a change by imposition of new chiefs on this tribe. There is alse
the faet that in the past the boundaries between Gonja and Dagomba and

m sr200 o'/i"
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between Dagomba and Mamprushi were not defined, Boundaries were assumed,

and cases, as a result of offences committed in one tribal area, are
vusvs seepang & porsion for his kola.

"Toma® is "t ma" which has two meanings. The first is "to me"

which means "fight mes* ﬁosmﬁdu'tou"whm-nm

"desert me," After Lhe battle in this srea, the seat of

the Ya Na was removed, thereby, deserting his people in

that ares and that is how the name came about, (There is a

Toma clan also in Gonja and the address to the members of

this clan is salutations and the answer of greetings is Toma,.

The address is, however, to the female of the clan,)

The Dagombas elaim that Tamale Wwas named Temani beceuse

there were many shea=mut trees in the place, Accepting this

fact we find that the name of the shea=nut in Gonja is Kakulu -

Ka kuelu, meaning "the withdrawal of the Okus,* In Gonja one

can have the expression "Tama nii" meaning "namesake vanish®

The fruits of the shea-nut trees, the brown shea-nuts, are

called "ARulubi," that is, "Aku lu bi" meaning the "Aku that

vanquished the Prince® and the unriped fruits are called

"againebi®™ that is "Agai ni bi" meaning “Agai and the Prinsce,"
The Gas, we lmow, are called, mostly by people of

Northern element, Agai,

of the
"Kpatinyang® is a combination/words "Kpati" and "nyang." The Dagombas

have a name of "Kunpatiya" in their history. The nazme is Gonja

but the Dagombas have ¢laimed it for a prince of theirs. We

find that even the Gonjas have borrowed names of people of .other

tribes for their promiment men and this is general amongst the

tribes of the Northern region in partioular and of Ghana in

general, "Kpati-nyang" means "the fox of Kpati® "Kung-pa-tia®

means "the short amy guard;" tia being a twi word for short.

The words kling end pa have already been explained.

"Dakpema" is the title given to the fetish priest of Toma or

Tamales At the time of the Gonja invasion, Toma was a village

2c0oTINg eveee./12 |
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according to the Dagombas themselves, and if that is so, it

would not have had a large market to enable the name Dakpema to

be associated with it, "Daa kpema" in Dagombs means "the

market elder" or “chief of the Market," The origin must,

therefore, be sought in Gonja and here one hits on "Da kpema"

or "Eda kpewa" - a combination of Gonja and Dagomba words meaning

"elder brothex”, This may be so, because Ndewura Jakpa was

regerded as Manwura's son, and he was the conqueror of this

area and not Sulemana the (Junior) son. IEven in Ashanti it was

claimed that the two were brothers.

The Gonja boundsry was where we have the present Regimental
barracks and another name that can be associated with the Gonjs victory
is Lamshegu =~ the village just half a mile west of the barracks. The
name is also a combination of words "Lan Mase gu., "Lan" we already
know is a Gonja title for "Leader", "Masa" is another name for a “chlef*
in Gonja, and it may be Tula" and "gu" is "bar," The meaning of the
name literally is therefore "the Leader Chief has barred or "Lan the
chief has barreds" Lamshegu was the boundary across which the Dagombas
dare not eress, It has the same meaning as "Burgu" «~Bur gu" meaning
"the horse rider ("bur for the racing of a horse") is barred; for it is
in that country that the advance of Ndewura Jekpa (the horse)was barred.
"lasa" also means "I will mot give" and since the Gonja boundary remained
at this place, the true interpretation may be "Lan, I will not give" -
(1) guard,”

After the defeat of Sulemana, not only did Ndewura Jakpa become the
Lion of the sucidal Aruy but alse the spotted animel - master of the
different groups - and so was "kurbani® - kur ba nii - meaning "son of th
barge vanish,"

But when he was in turn defeated by Sulemana at the battle of
"Sirmanchu" « meet me water ~ Sulemana on assuming his position as head
of the mixed groups also became "nyifir « nya fir" meaning "he who had,
get out,” We have in both names two words that are Twi -~ "ba" for "son"
and "fir" for "get out."

Since every mishap was blamed on Ndewura Jakpa the twin (Atta)
the proverb "ji a 1ibi Sai Atta" « the one to receive blame is Atta the

lion .OQQOOJ"
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lion « came into existence and this has been corrupted to "ji alibi
Shiate" Shiata being a name for a female, which denotes wealness
and possibly, follye
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