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A BRIEF HISTORY(OF GONJAg AN/

CeNH cesTeMS

Gonja is one of the lucky tribes tc have its history recorded by
Muslems who came with them to this part of the worlds According to Arabic
manuscript, the Gonjas who were originally Mandingo or Mandinka migrated
from the countiry of Mande, that is, the Malliaﬁmpire’aboq' thirty years
before the first records of the Gonja history were writtem in the Hejran
year 1,000)that is, about 1580 AD,

It is admitted that the oldest surviving cdocument written in #an
African language in Ghana is the Isnad of al=Haji Mubhamed from about

/i :
1736, a Gonja History writteﬁcArabic with its first item referring to

1585, though of course, there are earlier European texts.

In the reconstruction of history where written records are absent,
legend and folk tradition can be pieced together to form something of the
historical picture of recent centuriesy In Gonja we have the traditional
drummers who recite verses which gives the history of the people, most
especially the exploits of the founder of the Gonja Empire,

The exploits of distinguished leaders or Kings and of individmal
families, as given by the drummers, are in many cases the repetition of
some well-worn saga, adding to it events in recent history, which contains
a modicum of historical facts The trouble with oral tradition is that it
lacks chronologye

The old idea that tropical Africa can have no history in the conven-
tional sense because it has no written documents is simply not true and
therefore must be disabusede If tropical Africa lacks a contié?us methodical
record of public events and the study of growth of nations, it does not
lack & whole train of events comnected with the past Empires and states,
their prominent Kings or savreigns and other things.

As I have stated earlier, the Gonjas are Nandingos or Mandinka who
migrated from Mande # Q@e Malli Empire)s From their war song Sin bo ya,
we are able to say that they came from Sin a state to be found in Senegal,
They were also in Sierra Leone, They moved on to the Songhay Empire and
were at Jenne, Gao (which town was known as Kwankau; Fio and Segu.

At some time between 1550 and 1575‘the great Askia Dawgd of Songhay
found that the supplies of gold from the southern country were getting

smaller, The main reason was that Akan gold producers had begun selling !

e

some of their production to Portuguese and other European traders along
the seaboard. :

Askia Dawud accordingly despatched a force of Mandinka armed cavalry
t0 see what could be domme Dawud's armoured horsemen, the bulldozing
tanks of these times, rode south from the neighbourhood of Jenne until
they reached the Black Volta bend of modern Ghana. The jrun verses tells
of wars the Gonjas fought at Sewfi, Birim, ( a fown near a river), Jape
(which possibly is Japekrom) and Longoro., The Gonja's discovered that
cavalry could not operate in the dense forest where the Akan iived and

smelted Gold, : /
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The Gonjas stayed at Beawu (known in histora{as Begho) and Ndziau,
In the Banda area the tradition of the passage of the Gonjas is very
much alive, The Gonjas are said to have settled at the village of Beawu
and Ndzjau, which is also known as the village (Krom) of the horse —
Chief ég;ong Ponkowura). »

The Techiman tradition as recorded by Meyerowitz (1952-53) states
that Nana Berampon Katakyira, whose reign is said to have lasted from
1564 to 1595, sagz}i}ce himself by starwation at the time of the invasion
by the Mande undeaéJakpa. In a later version (1958=15) she spea&qﬂ of
a lMande invasion of Bono Mango at the begimning of this reign, which
proceeded Jakpa's conquest of Western Gonja. This date is consisted with

that given in an Arabic manuscript for the reign of Lamba (Naba's) who
was the first King of the Gonja in this part of Africa.

In an Arabic manuscript which was written by Imam Imoru, son of Imoru
and Al-Hajj Mahama, son of Mustapha and Mahama son of Audulahi, the story
of which ends in 1760, it is stateds:-

"eeeese in remembrance of the people of old, and of the father of the
lialam Mahama Labayiru, son of Ismaila, who came with his som to the town
of Ghéfe; he cane to the chief of.Gonja who wag a2t war in Kafiashi
(Kapuﬁsywhere Lata migrated toj.

He was received with honour but on their way back to their town, God
have mercy on his soul, he died at Sanfi and the news of his death was
'brough%t to his friend Naba's, (This was in the period 1564/5-1593/4.)

d they said, "Your friend, the Mallam Ismaila, is dead; so the
chief sent much money to his brother at Pafe to offer prayers and to give
alms.<f

hey offered prayers and the people of the country of the Blacks saw
this @nd did likewise, each one meking prayers and giving alms as he was
able, |

Fhen they took his son, who was also a Malam, Mohamed Labayiru, and
he wqht in amity to the chief, his father's friend, But he did not find
him ahive; instead he flound his son the Manwure sitting in the place of the
chief%Naba’s. He found him at Kolo, and that day, a Friday, he found him
fighting fiercely., (This was the period 1593/4-1612/3},

tt“he Gonja leaders who arrived in Bono Mango in order of seniority
were lamba (Naba's), Wam, lata or lLanta, Lemu, Jaffa, Manfa, Manwura and
Jakpa, (Lamba began his reign in about 1564/5).

The Techiman and Nkoranza people fought the Gonjas during the reign
of Wam, the seeond leader, and he (Wam) wes killed, Lata or Lanta the
3rd leader having driven the enemies away, left the area and crossed the
Black Volta River and settled at Kapuyase where he died. .ianta became
%’;mra, that is the Chief of Burre in 1634/5, before his death.

- Lemu, the 4th leader took command of some of the Gopja army and
fought the following countries which lie north-weat of Bonduku which he
subbued: Palaga, Kong, Jimini, Awuasu, Kongolu, Kwayini and Samatas
Marching on Gbona he was pacified with a2 house and cattle, Lemu died at

Gbena and Jaffa, the 5th 1eade§’succeede§/him and came to Bole‘ﬁﬁ:%'Manfa,
: coee/3
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~the 6th leader diede.
Jaffa then marched towards the east and conquered the Kparba countries of
Kpanshegu, Jantong, Kpalebe and Kikpande,

Manwura}the Tth leadef)at the head of a group also crossed the Black
Volta River and settled at a place called Manwule which bec‘pe hig capital,
The cap t0 later oved to Gbipe (Buipe)dken /'/“"““‘/‘* weo soudd
KM/L Mj gln /e p/am-fu
whoae tltle was Dii Ngoro Jakpa , when Bur—wura (Chief of Burre)
abdicated in favour of his son Sumaila Ndewura Jakpa in 1675. 1t was Ndewura
Jakpa who actually founded the Gonja Empire. He began his conquests by
moving west towards Buipe which he bye-passed and marched to western Gonja.
At this time there was open conflict between the Manwura's group and the
Lanta group., After conquering Bole he moved north to conguer Wa and the

territories east of Wag. He then moved gouth and came t0 Damongo. From

there he moved east and conquered Kusawgu. All the places Ndewura Jakpa

conguered were Dagomba landse fo
From there;ge came to Kafaba and then to Salaga and maéf-his headquarters

at ermbe° The ermb; rea wag Nanumba land which was 1nha3£ted by Konkonbas.
; /izhﬂUR Y Den
Af ter some time h3<cont1nued his conquest east and weet as far as the
Zugu boundary where his followers mutinied and he had to return to Kpembe
t0 settle and administer the kindom which he founded.

el

Ndewura Jakpa left the Oﬁiﬁuiﬂd NZIJQ peoPIeApe took away with him as
war prisoners and merclnarﬂzg in the east, and these people are the Chokosgis
we find today. We have learnt from the drum narration that the Gonjas fought
wars at Sewfi.

Af ter the death of Wam, the second Gonja leader, Lata or Lanta(}he third
leader in order of senioritq)should have been Supreme Commander of the Gonja
Expeditionary Forces but he was opposed and that was what brought about the
break up of the Gonja into three camps, one headed by lLata, one by Lemu,
the 4th leader, and the third by Manwura, the 7th leader. Manwura succeeded
to the Paramouncy after Lemu and moved with his group(?n which was included
Jaffa and Manfa the 5th and 6th leaders in order of senioritz) fighting wars
north-west of Bonduku.

After lanta's abdication as leader of the Lata Ngbanya group in favour
of his son Ndewura Jakpa, one Sulemana also succeeded to the leadership of
the Manwura group. Ndewura Jakpa fought and defeated Q;E‘ZZE he went into
exile and headed for Ashanti, %

He settled at Atebubu and became subject to the Mampo%%ene and an ally
of the King of Ashanti., He also took the title of Jakpa and some higtorians
know him askKabong Jakpa, ieee Ythe Ashanti Jakpa! It was this Jakpa who
passed near Prang on his way during his exile and when his attention was
drawn to the little village he remarked ™Kpalang bu muso®, "that is "take

no notice of them,™ T_}‘rom this remark, the town got its name Kpalang by

(& UL o7 i ooy By call Prang Wpalorg®

which the peoplel al
. In 1697 Ndewura Jakpa heard of an Ashanti invation and met them at

m b flaos Ares
Tarkpa,where he was mortally wounded. He died a2t Shiriminchu and the body

£

was carried to Gbipe (Buipe) where it was burried,

veees/4



< [ - 4 -

°*From 1697/8 to 1709 there was no recognised king for the Gonjaidue to the
! constant wars between the Gonjas and the Ashantis and the Techiman people.
! For this reason theg{ifferent divisions of Gonja became semi-independent
| and the kingdom was held together as a looge federal State, In 1709 Abbas
B became the recognised leader of the Lata Ngbanye, (Lata's Genjas) but he
was killed at Fula in a war he was fighting. Abbas died on the 1,0Q'th day
of his installation)a/%m/[ fe v /4;27%/64%)" "“‘7]‘“""'
It was Ndewura Jakpa who brought the Nchibulungs, who were war captives
and mercinaries from the west and settled them in their present homes, They
, were put under Gonja Chiefs, The Singbingwura was in charge of the Chinke,
i Chachai and Banda groups hhilst the Kili‘uwura was given charge of the
P Songhai group, The Songhai group is made up of Lonto, Kpajai and Tamkulonku,
The name Songai was no doubtéiven the area in commemoration of the Gonja
association with the Songhay Empires The Kilibuwura is an important chief
in the Kpembe hierarchy who becomes the Regent on the death of the Kpembewura.
The Kilibuwura was stationed at the town of Kuli in command of an armed
i 4ﬁavalry of 300 horsemen., His duty was to prevent traders from crossing
Fﬁhe river to go into Ashanti to0 either sell their merchandise or buy @ola
:éheaply there. All persons were to come to Salaga to trade, This was how
the Salaga market was established and the Gonjas succeeded in doing in
: Salaga what they feiled in achieving at Beawu ®r Begho in the Bono - Manso
where they were to prevent the Akans selling Gold to Europeans on the sea
coaste
Before a4§§;son is installed Kilibuwura he must first of all be ipstailed
Songai=-wura, ig, Chief of Songhay,
The founding fathers of the Gonja Kingdom as we kmow it in this part
of the country'g;stherefore, Manwur%>au$ Sumaila Ndewura Jakpa, and Fati

Murukpe (Mahama Lebayiru), Tradition claims tyif §§nwura travelled and fought
.
in boats whilst Ndewura Jakpa and his father;:Iﬁi ligora Jakpa, rode horses

and fought on lands It is difficult to say how Manwura came by boats to

this part of the country if one traces the route by which the Gonjas camee

A O
confirmed, bge the Gbipewura (Buipegura) who is a decendant of Manwura d :
the Yagb ho i ) d @ant of W Jakg‘a:ég%‘1?A§?W)
e Yagbongwuray {¥ebeowewse who is the decen o eyura a weeting
face ,to, f );t' the disput th Lorst ?}Eh ot i ed
ace ,to ce is the spute over the seniori which 'has been carrie
| A %Ay Y gl s o e G ez
i forwaé%(an enforced by taboo, The question is Wif thé et which of them Zie

ake off his hat and pay obdedience to the cother? In the Gonja

he dizgfti?n’yne will have 10 make is that Manwura and his ancestors were
o sbffeyenl ¢

is to

Kun tungkure drum verse composed to commemorate the conquest of the Bole

Division, which has become the official title of the Bolewura, mention is

? made of the Gonja's

| "Departure from the “firing-bridge" /(/3'4'/& bingben Z-sa.
| }

e o shul-sa.
"Beparture from the ™gailing-bridge™ /‘(’JA/ﬁgf / g
The firing and sailing bridge will be no other than the Songhay navy.
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Af ter the conquest of Mankuma which followed that of Bole the first
chieftess appointed by Ndewura Jakpa was called Jafo Sonni, and the Mﬂ:/'a
Tdewura Jakpa used in winning victory on the battle field was called
Ali ~ Che meaning w413%s® charm™,

Before the Gonjas entered this part of the country both Manwura and
Lata Jakpa solicited the h#lp of Malam lohamed Labayiru (Mahamadu the
albino) or Feti Murikpe, whose %gcezga ts are the Sakpare Mallams now

attached to the Divisional Chiefsy, to flake prayers for them to establish

2 kingdom of tl ir own eparate, treaties were made with each 8f the :
ngaom 1€ w. Sp at s é %/’n}c

two leaders W %M mﬂgﬁ/’{l HKovan F /ém/

phch sa § ™0 M 8§

THE PEOPLE AND THEIR LANGUAGES

When the Gonjas invaded what was formally known as the Gonja Kingdom,
and now referred to as the Gonja Traditional Area, they found the country
inhabited by numerous tribes, each speaking a slightly different language
or dialect, These people became the subjects of the Gonjas by viftue of

conguest, and they were given the collective name of N'NYAMASE —NﬁNYANG MAW

ASE meaning ™People of the Fox's Statetg‘ The leader of thiéGonJa Invading

Force was referred to as the "great fox™ in the Kuntungkure drum verse
®TIn Praise of God™in the stanzas
Nyvang gbong be ekpa

Meaning:

"The adventures of the Great Fox.”

caled i

The capital of the Gonja Kingdom wagzo-ti-Nxang ga. ;
meaning ®™the Fox had struct.™ A war camp at which the Founder of the :
Gonja Kingdom, Ndewura Sumaila Jakpa, stayed and directed operations

against the Dagombas was called, and is still known as Nyang Wur'-pe

meaning "Home of the King Fox.™ At Nyangwurpe Nde J pa left most
/- is a
of bis war trophies in charge of som ma%lamsjna - Gonga prlnce =g
ansd fohoo 15 shsesve
Semmawss, [0 sce the@( The place is 1n the char of the Kusawguwura, who

offers annual sacrifices to these trophies which include stools taken from

the skens, Semteeseseon Ul oo et e

The Gonja rule was benevolent and the N‘amase were allowed to continue

with the worship of their land gods, shrines and fetishes and were still
refponsible for taking care of the land, The Gonjas adopted the boundaries
of the various"Mand gods™ to suit their administration and chiefs were
v
pointed over & number of 1and god areas and these groupings became the
Aol adlynins pen .
Divisions and sub=divisions of Gonja The land of course became the
property of the Gonja Chiefs by virtue of conquests
The Nyamase also were allowed to retain their Priests Kings, now

reduced to the s atus of Eetlsh Prie ts and Village Headmen (Agbarwurana |

and llde ba Blnlmu‘(who ow tg&'dl ties and ceremonial of the land cult

which the invading strangers could not know, The Tyamase also contlnued 3

to speak their own languagesy 4o Hizze could nef be ah:f /" ? ; 7”
L ./6



The different languages and the places in which they are spoken are:

Language Spoken in.
3. Those of the Grunshi Group are:
Vagla Sawla, Jentilipe, Grupe, Nakwabi, Tuna, Soma, Jang,
Mbolobi, Dabori, Dagbigu, Choribang, Bole and
Jilinkonge
Chorba Seripe and Senyon,
Mo | Fimbu, Bamboi, Jugboi and Carpenta—krom.
Tampluma i Bugai, Konkori, Sala, Esa'likau, Bunwele, Mankargu,
i Lukuli, Tampluma-Yagbong, Zantani, Goreba, Jinkrom,
i Nalori, Basampa, Nabengu, Dinkeripe,and Donkompe.
I1s Those of the Moshi group are:
Ildempo Kolonso, Boakipe, Jembito, and Abonipe,
Safalba : Mandari, Gbenfu, and Tangpe.
Hmmy | Yipala, Pongeri, Kulmasa, Nahaeri Kichin and Sangyari.
Batigi. Kunfugsi.
Hnara ; Larbanga, Nabori and Dokurpe.
Angaa~gpeaking Murugu, Busunu, Chatali.
Chakalia Langatire, Yarizori, Kadengi, Kpalinbo, (Kubeng)
Jinfurno, Bawina, and Anyanto,
111, Those of the Senufc group are:
Pantera Tinga and Wasipe (in Bole Division)
EASTERN GONJA
Hawuri ' Alfai area. |
Ichinbalung Lonto, Kpajai, Tamkulonku, Ikumdipe, Bankamba,
Chakori, Jimbupe (Sabon Jida), Kabeso, Kachenke,
Kojobonipe, Kumuniso, Krukruba, Nanjuro, Tirai,
and Wiaye.
Dagomba Damongo, Kusawgu area, Saggou, Busa(now in Wa area,
and Zeng-pe (near Nyanga).
liparba (was spoken in) Kakpande, Jonton and Kpansheu areas
(but Dagomba has replaced it and Kparbe itself is
i indistinct). &A'?; ”M#M
Mpara E Kusawgu, TuluweZLIﬁbéi and ‘onYthe banks of the Whi te
] Volta. The language is now dead.
Iitrapo i Kanyase and Wangase~Turu arecase
Gonja i is confined to the ruling estate.

Same v
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DOMESTIC INSTITUTICHS AND CUSTCMARY LA&W
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The Gonja family is a large unit than its European counterpart and

.

o Nt Ao
7

7
LR

consequently the family head is a man of considerable position. When

Hai fa

the head of the family dies, his brothers may succeed in order of

seniority before the men of the next generation become eligible.

ben

Brothers here includes cousins and the men of the nect generation means

% g{ Sens 7Uppaess :

“2% QQ the sons and nephews. Theae, take th/:air rank in order of seniority of

‘g ‘Q§§ their birth and not from the seniority of their parents.

-§: \: The head of a family has power ovescthe members of his family

S R | | whatever their age and he is normally the only person who will B® giwen Zﬁ

Olygamy is practised in Gonja, though modern economic conditions

‘ 5 g . » -
N\Q\& %mshp of a childe Zn anc/e alo 18 /w?w,m’ age m7 become Jo M,/%

&
.

N - F

x ~ | : : i
- Qfg"gmake it unwsual for a man to have more than two wives and this may in

A girl could be given to a man by either the head of family or by

her father, A girls' suitor must however win her parents'consent, which
he does by presenting them with kola (which expression ingludes monetary
gifts) foodstuff, logs for kindling fire and zana-mats for the mother-in-
law, which was used as a door shutter to shut the door of her room. The
present of kola is made on.the man's behalf by the head of familye.
The dowry wgg;’;?gbdggquégbkola nuts preceeded by pito when the parents
agree 10 the marriage, and the man is so informed, through the head of his
familye

In most cases a man marries the daughter of his mother's brother or
that of hig father's sister in order to keep the family ties strong.

This is called k'kurwe-kill (family marriage). There is however, no bar

t0 a person marrying outside the family, In cases of family marriages it
is one of the parents who gives the girl to a relative and if the girl
refuses she may be ostracised from the family, 290 cogurees o 12
What makes a marriage legal is the payment of the 100 kola an%!?1.gy
to the woman's parents, If this is not paid any children born by the
woman with a man naturally belongs to the putative father but he can not
claim them legally. According to custom such children belong to the
mather and her parents, and not the man who is regarded as the woman's
concubine, The woman on whose head the kola is not paid can leave the
man with whom she had cohabited and marry another man, and the first man
can noi compdain and cannot have any claim in the.case of adulterz.
Howe;zzrd,hgf(}éenr ;ipmin .tligaﬁ,;n’,an .iﬁzaéil:’wed to pay the customary<kola

s0 ﬁhg?che-oan claim the children as his legitimate children who can then

be entitled to inherit him.

i g
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A zirl is recognised as marriageable as soon as she had her first
menses but boys do not usually marry until they are about twenty years
of ages
Marriages may be contracted’ to within the degree of first cousin
but it must always be a father's sister's daughter and a brotheré 50N,
A woman cannot marry a father's brother's son)neither can a man marry
his mother's sister's daughter,
There is no formal marriage ceremony before a girl or a woman goes
to he husband's house, On the appointed night the girl's friends are
instracted to catch her when they are at play and they carry her to the
husbaz ous he bride is then hulled out shou - sne suspegt anythinge.
%‘%fé‘éﬁ‘éz w:L{”f kée;t?er com;{ng 1rlf ‘{fg)‘{ride gronp's houseéo%l:‘:but
a week before they return to their own homes. A grown woman is led to
the husband's house by relatives who return to their homes the same night.
in each cage the head of the woman's family will ask his representative
to hand the girl or w0ma§?%; the husband's head of fz2i} w?}h a request
that if the marriage lS.EPt successful, the head of hiffamlly should zﬁv‘
retyrn the wifg to, him, /M C"f“”“ /6”’/“" s fh o e who ealy ol
aX :gn ;ﬁgéagfez\gaffﬁzi to the bride if he finds her a virgin,
This is called tumba-waaja. The parents of the:’irl must be informed
immediately if she is found to be a virgin or an adult woman, It is
always a disgrace to the woman's family if she should have sexual g
intercqurseé with another man before her marriage. fﬂ'"‘“"%"/ “”‘““/I”é&’mé
i brldzgzgom woulc ask his friends to play or dance for him on the
night of his marriage. The drumming and dancing in honour of the newly
wed couple can go on for many nights,
If a2 man has more than one wife, the on€ he married first is the
head wife and others take precedence in ordef of the time of their 21
ﬁzzriaﬁe. The position of head wife carriegs with it 1little authority,l@i?nyd/
Dach wife with her children occupies one rcom in the husband's
compound if he can afford ite A new wife, if she is a girl, may stay
in the room of a senior wife until the husband is able to provide her
with her own room in about a year's timey o e She 57”" & lave edulblrern .
Adultery may be compensated for by money paid to the outraged
t husbands o Adultery by a man with his father's brother's, or close
relative!'s wife is a taboo and is regarded as an offence not only

against the living but also against the spirits of the dead members

of the family, In the a s the offender wagto tracised from his '
p visit , or Sacys ez o, Same pniclecliw. er &
familye A person cannozflnherlt the property of‘a person with who he

has had sexual intercourse with the same woman, In the same way a
woman cannot inherit the property of a woman with whom+«ghe had had
sexual intercourse with the same man, It is also a taboo to eat any
foolor pared at the funeral of a rival, It is believed that one would

die if one eats the food prepared at a wival's funeral,

——-——L




s o
6 The taboo is therefore a rule inforcing moral standardss
In cases of a divorce the consent of a Divisional Chief, before whom
the sui® is brought, must be obtaineds A woman who wighes to divorce her
husband without reasonable cause may be agked to refund to the husband all
expenses made by him on her behalfy Ae;éw; ﬁn marriage o Can,#aczz'

A husband_has legal claim‘to illegitimate child born by his wife,
' z%; . A mother and her

but such 2 child will not inherit
parents do not regard any child as illegitimate and such a child is fully

é.

acceplted into the mother's family, The saying is that M™a woman has no

i

illegitimate child since the child lay in her womb,™

There is no adoption of children in Gonja. Any person without a child can

A?LI
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take the child of a relative and bring it up and the child is told of their

Vo 14

A
;‘Z

family relationghip.

! §\§\§ THE NEW BORN_BABY

‘ $ 3 The Founding Fathers of Gonja brought Moslem Priests with them and

3%& 3 3| for this reason most of Gonja custom and festivals are influenced by Islam.
!;§\§’3 Ehen a new child is born the father goes to the Sakpare Imam, decendants
E v;;i?' of Fati Murukpe, to ask for a name for it, Two or three names are giwen,
{fg\g i The father will break two or three small sticks, each a little longer than
X vy the other, and each stick represents a name, distinguisheble by its length.

e dilfopcsees—in demetrT T T T Tt Hiépresents the sticks to the

mother of the child who draws one, and the child is given the name which

A

the name the stick represents.

In Hastern Gonja the naming of a child takes place on the first ew

"
Y4
~
‘R
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soeenas- Soturday after the birth of the child provided it is not less than

seven days after the birth of the child., In Western Gonja the child is

g
A
Z Mo

named on the seventh day, that is, on the day of the week on which the

- A ﬁ[ I7é ﬂannrr)q
The child is shaved on the a%(to refiove the hair of the spirit with

-

child was born,

which he came into the world, FEach child is said to be one of the ancestors

ﬁ! e AQV/JZ

who has returned to earth, .On that naming day if the child is a boy he is

circumcisged and given tribal marks.

The operation of circumcision is done by the barber who shaved the
hair and gave the tribal marks, A girl was allowed to go to her parents!'
home 40 deliver her first child, and the naming is done in the mother's
.ggrepts' home by the father of the child through the head of his family,

a%ﬁfj.return to the husband after a year — when the child is able to
walke 41l subsequent childrem are delivered in the husband's house,

DEATHS

Before the coming of the British with their cemetaries and sanitary

} J rules all Gonjas, except the Paramount and Divisional Chiefs, who had.
special burial places, used to bury their dead outside the walls of their

N compounds and mark the grave with a stone, Heads of families and very
0ld women were usually burried inside the compound and some of them were

burried in their roomse.
I 0-0-0/10
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Bodies'a;e burried amd wraped in white cloths, and in the case
of 2 chief the body is wraped in a  white gowne A corpse is burried
lying on 1ts right side with the face facing east with the head to the
southe -Gh;ldien—wh==mezs—siall_xans:gﬁnng were burried in the bathing
place amsd=Smfortmr—awoburaied wraped in cotton wool., Graves of elderly
persons are dug to a dept of about five to six feet and a niche is made
on the west side of the grave where the corpse is laide DBranches of
Kapoli tree is cut in pieces and these are placed at right anglesto
the niche, After this the grave ig filled up with swishs, The swish
does not touch the corpse, Burial takes place a few hours after death,
The Paramount and Divisional Chiefs are burried in the night.
Munerals are performed three times in the case of adults and
twice only in the case of a deceased whose father or mother is still
alives
The firgt funeral is pbrforme@/uhree days after death provided
Lensle ma
the dey falls on a good dayzi Saturdays, Sundays and Wednesdays are not
good days for funeral performances, -y
The seognd funeral is performed on the seventh day after death -

and the third and or last funeral, which musgt be performed on a Thursday,

is performedgon the twelth day after deaths :
}3, 2 ana/ :
On the #emwtie day after death the grave is leveled,momrning comes 4
e
t0 an end and close relatives can then return to t 1 bhomes af ter tnq}:/& mcé.

oéax 1a zwcz ces ) evo
Ko sJ601?l clothes are worn at funerals but women eke marks with

i

white clay (fula) over their bodies during the funeral performence. |
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When g man dies he is inherited by the eldest of
kig.aruining brogbovs.uwphe ercves the hasio~fodlbe,T~mily

surplus food from the farm was so%d en@d the money realised
Sav i
was given to the head of family

If the adult members of the family have individusal
farms, the work on the farm of the head of family must be
completed before the members go to work on the other farms
in retation, finishing that of the next senior Pbrother or

cousin 1in seniority before moving to Eh% An uncle who

. : Sens an
is junior in age takes precedence oveainephews, that is, his

bro thers childrene&ven /ﬁf? are plder wi “/3 A Rovn.

The reason Ifor this was that the family lived a communal
life and the farm of the head of the family, with any property
acquired from the proceeds of the sale of surplus food, was
for common use, because every one contributed to the making
o? tée farm ané the acqulsiflon o? the wealtp and OEQEngzgﬁxdud
within the family. It was for this reason tiiat property was
inherited by the next senior member of the family who was
trustee for the whole Iamily.

If a young men wanted a wife it was the head of the
family who must seek a wife for him bearing all the expenses
involved. This in effect means using the labour contribution
made by the young mén to the accumulation of the family wealth
for his benefit.

In the same way, if & member of the family incurred a
debt it was the head of the family who must pay the debt
because he k i ha 1INy 3
ecause he keeps 3?%452%2@2%&Fﬁw d%?gzﬁﬁgg%atea from the
sale of the family' farm produc?A If there is no cash in the
family every member of the family will countribute to settle the
debt.

In modern times the tendency is for every member of the
family to work on hnis own, and people have become individualistic.
As a result children who work on their father's farm, and who

help the father to acqguire his weslth, inherit thﬁ'father when
he diesxd&ny/}‘;/ Jo» nwset senu bvo Har M 7//74/' 5"7‘/‘" '
f ;

.
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The person who inherits oue, becomes the trustee of
the deceaseds children and he must cater for their needs.

Modern civilization and individualistic tendencies
amongst the community is changing the customary law of
inheritance and this change is supported by pubklic opinion.

E:iv:f@aand . S’ai ;ﬁi 5m;demt ). ;11: previg.llr% /%50291 thﬂS(a/u/ éar[ /?eﬂe;mé

SKIN PROFERTY

In the event of the death of an important chief, property
belonging to the skin, in contrast to his personal property, is
taken care of by the traditional custodians. There are pass

on to a successors bt e cAe/.’r kaJma//fﬂ/luf s méuﬁé'o/ b/ T
%;{w am:é

Property in Lana eelongs to the Paramount or Divisional
Chiefs through the Village Elders who are the Land Priests
(Kasawulwurana) and who were the Priestly Kings before the
Gonja conguests.

Any encroachment on the land rights is punishable by
the Chief though a liberal views is taken by the traditional

authorities.

In contrast to rights over land a person may have rights
to trees, (Of course a man has the unsafructury rights of his
farm, A skave in the old days had these rights though upon his

death his master in heritea his property 1nclud1 his farm / 44
aA/o/ren weve aé‘o e afa(u/aa/an ,_gM,g{ zdere ontuvileol

g@%?e‘:‘/ef‘;a{j Voa _"Alfe e:a.x./o’é’ Aw )4 ont 7 5»71/)] am/é;- Ry fave )4« Ao MZ s

, When a person4 A pbnfe of ?lom which he made a
farm for two years any person can, make his farm on the plot of
EeEed which automatlcally reverted to the communlty, the Chief

Lamol
1) pessen ehovses a piece ¢
74_’eln "gn truz‘stfw m mmunl}z;ff;z e ¢/M“/A ‘ehice Plhao X
Leave //' )é'l eﬁ f clicasin
Land 1 ot leas to strangers bt et they are required

to give small amounts of their ferm produce to the chief,

CONTRACTS,

Since the people were all illiterates contracts were verbal
and were made before witnesses, Enforcement could be had on
application to the Chief al in the same way as debts could be
recovered through the Chieffs court.

T R ADE,

All ar%ve wi¥es anad chiidren could be /z%t/aﬁd
sold but ghl dren uld be p/dg’ea as security fo ebt, ete.
When thé debt is settled tife child pledged retarn to-tie
family., Usury was not- fractised

il
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TRADE

All articles save wives and children could be bought
and sold but chikdren could be pkedged as security for debt,
etc. Hhen the debt is settled the child pledged can return teo
the family. Ursury was not practised.

CRIMINAL OFFENCES,

The offences which the Gonjas traditionally
recognise as criminal are the followingi—=

Murder

Witcheraf't

Thef't

Gambling

Defilment of infants
Adultery with a Chief's wife

Having sexual intercause with a woman in the bushw
or farm

Arson

Intercourse with an animal.

Attempts to commit these erimes were regarded as
meriting punishment in the same way as the commital of the
crime itself,

For murder, theft and adultary with a Divisional Chief's
wife the punishment was deatn, when found guilty, and the
executioners carried out the sentence. In the other cased the
bffender was ordered to pay compensation for damage to the
aggrieved party, just as in cases of seduction and adultery
a money payment was made to the husband of the despoiled

Wollall o

Serious cases of witchcraft was punished by be_heading
and in some cases the offender was expelled snd banished from
the area of the Divisional Chiefg jurisdiction in which the
off ence was committe@.

Intercourse with g, animel was regarded &as the act
of a lunatic aud the off ender was treated accordingly.

The head of a family was responsible for paying any %
fines imposed on & person or any compensation which the offender
was ordered to pay to an aggrieved person. Usually, on a person
receiving the compensation awarded him he gave this to the'
chief who shared the amount with his elders and sub-chiefs 4u/
present at the hearing of the case. /& cff//-'-'e;’e"//af&“ was ’”'[
&b&n Ai;éund'ﬂ@ULZQ,éﬂzyhﬁf A““’A‘““/QU7JA“{'
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Boforcement of payment of fines or compensation was
Puauszjyfiasuvoana” mien wialtbe Coarniaf.othe phead ALl the.fapilu nf
goats, the membePs of the fawily always contributed to pay
a fine impossed on an off'ender, or any compensation award
against the offender, if the head of the family has not got
reg@y money to pay.

RELIGION

The Gonjas were pagans when they set out from Mande
(Malli) in their adventure and their leaders were converted
to Islam by an Arab, Mallam Mahsma Labayiru, who came to be
generally known as Fati (Fatigi) Murukpe, whose help was
solicited by the Gonja King to make prayers for him unto
Allah sp that he could be victorious in his wars, in the
year A.D. 1595/6 when, by the prayers of the mallam thef(ﬁy#r
miraculously routed an enemy on the bpattle field at a place
called Kawlaw. This is one of the reasons why the Gonjas
did not disterb the "Earth Gods," =znd the Fetish Priests
who made sacrifices to them, when they conguered their
countrye.

The Gonja pagens also believe in a supreme God
whom they know as Ebore and in making sacrifiees to thefr
shrines and fetishes they will first call on Ebore (God)
to accept their offering.

As time went on Islam won more converts among the
Gonjas but they still worshiped the host of spirits (which
are subordinate to(gbore) and who have their habitations in
woods and stones and who inflict$ sickness on any person
who may trespass upon their preserves without first performing
the proper ceremonies.

The Gon jas revere ancestral spirits and believe in dead
bodies or ghosts. They takk to the spirits through the medium
of deviners or soothsayers and if calgmity befalls any person
he consults a deviner to find the cg&use of his afflictions

The effect of the Gonja eccupation is everywhere obvious
in the facial characteristics of the people, many of them
Showing little or no trace of negro features, as well as in
their customy The wave of Islam which swept a_long the Sudan

A Bt sdinisne
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did not change the belief's of the inhabitants of Gonja,
for one finds everywhere az common religion emerging. Whatever
institutions or imovations that the Gonjas brought it is
certain that they were puilt upon the foundation of the
agrarian 1ife of the peoples who readily adobted observances
and ceremonies for approaching the Deity who controlled the
forces of ﬁﬁture of which they stood in awe, and on which
their livelihood depended. Thus one finds throughout Gonja
one common religion emerging after the many viscissitudes,
namely the belief in the "Earth God," the giver of all gifts,
and the ancestral spirits:; The people belive in a supreme
Being, as s#&x stated above,called in Gonja Eborey who is very
far removed from and beyond their dgily concerns. The Earth
God is the nearest approach in their minds to the Great
Greator. ©Side by side with these beliefs one finds a widespread
fetish worship or animism, which is allied to the Nature
Worship of primitive peoples. dJdust as they believe that a
tree is inhabited by & living spirit, it is not difficult for
them to believe that & piece of wood or ineanimate object team
become the abode of a spirit, and that such an object has the
power to avert evil. Fear of the unknown end the conseguent
need for a specific agsinst all ills has engbled the belief
!%d.,fﬂﬁ:s!} &zﬁgigi’_h&gﬁ?ve'r 1;.13_&. - -

- - .

ANCESTRAL SPIRITS, & © . . R
" The ancestral SpiP’tSvto;ihom sacrifiees are made, are E

the important elders of a family, who thus continue to rule

the lives of their decendants in the area in which they livede
The Baimu (Village Elder), Kawur -nyin (Head of Bamily) or el
Kasawulwura (Land Priest), as ‘he reached ol&hige, would . i;‘ﬁ
before his degtﬁf?ﬁﬁtruetﬂbsauﬁgcqessor in how to perform :
the necessary rites to approach the Barth God, and so the
knowledge would be handed down. If after nis death some

new circumstanceg,e,ge. draught or famine, arose about which

tlie successor had not been instructed, he would then go to
consult the spirits of his predecessors as to what the

community had done wrong or f#iled to do, and maihadsxaf
XXERERFARBEIXE xROExSEXEXk obtain the necessary guidance.
Primitive people have various methods of appreaching the
spirits of the dead. On his deathh he would pass to the
world of spirits. In this way the ancestral spirits,
which play so important a part in the lives of the people,
would accumulate, as &l so the kKnowledge they possessed,

.'. "‘ .

and so they become the advisers of the communitye.

|
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